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New rules for

Almost half of existing
schools expected to go,
after. mdustry cleanup

E By AMELIA TAN & LEOW Sl WAN

THE cleanup of the pnvate educahon sec-
tor has begun with the unplementatmn of
new stringent: gulations, and it is fikely
e exlstmg mst:tu-

tions here.

In all, sétne 400 :o0f the 1,000- pnvate,

schools here aré expected to go, the Coun-
cil for Private Edicatioh (CPE) - a new

- statutory board charged with cleaning up
the sector ~said yesterday.

Thils is the result of either c]osures or
mergers — with biggér pattners or with
schools 6wned by the same company.

The CPE believes ‘that-the, changing
landscape is the result ‘of 'the new and

" tough Private Education Bill passed late
last year as part of the Governmenit's ef~
forts to1aise standards-of the sector rid-
dled with complaints from students:and
parents and, 4t times, troubled by sudden
closures of schools some of which were
offering sub-par programmés

The couneil, a Ministry of Education
statutory board set up toregulate the sec-

tor, has started w:th the: reglstratlon of .

schools.
Schools registered imder the’ previous
Education Act.-will have until June next

oy

- er systems, such as independent academ-

 tions theY ha¥e links with are up to par.

- to_register. Said its spokesman:

year to sign up under the new scheme. .
These.include private universities, com-
mereial schools “and  international
schools. All the other schools had to sub--
mit applications to be registered with the
CPE by February this year. . i
To be accepted, schools haveto meet a
list of criteria-which include’having prop- -,

ic and examination boards; glving infor-
mation on the,lr finances, teachers afid fa-
cilities; and ensunng that foreign institn-

- Should they. fail to do so, they. woul
have to shut down, :
The cost and effort of meetmg these e

private schools bite

quirements have already led some playets - !

to “réconsider” if they want to be part of
the.indugtry, said the CPE. - g

“For example some of the prlvate-"
scheols may be doing a lot of enrichment -
programnes, toition and so forth. And
maybe they have a little sliver of it, doing
diploina or full -time certificates. So what -
they have decided is since the ‘critical
mass i5 in tuifion, they may want to with--
draw from this segment,” said an official.

Hairdressing school Jaiitzen Academy
is one such s¢hool and. it has decided not
HAH
along, -we have focused on: training our,
own stylists and then'take in some others’
who are keen..

“But it is very: “tioublesome now.. We :
have decided not to register. It isn't a blg
part of our'business as well.” -~

“To maintain standarﬂs all sehools wﬂl“

Iy T

No star ratmg ﬁ)f any of ther schools

NQ PRIVATE school hasbeen deemed
good enough to attain the Edutrust Star,
the pinnacle of the accreditation system
established by the Couneil for: ‘Private
Education {CPE}.

Even for established sclools like the
East Asia Institute of Management and
the PSB Academy, more work has to be
done to get to the top of their game.

But the two were among the six
which made the grade for the new
Edutrust mark, whichk will give
prospective students the assurance that
they are a safe bet.

To get the mark; the schools met the

‘eorporate govemance, fee protection for
_allits students-and academic-processes,

standards in 51x areas mc]udmg :

such as teacher selegtion dnd programme
tracking and development.

The mark is good for four years.

The other four with the Edutrust
mark are At-Sunrice Academy, the
Singapore Institute of Management,
Parkway College of Nursing & Allied
Health and TMC Academy.

Getting the lowest-tier Edutrust
Provisional mark - good for one year -
wete seven other schools that met the
minimum standards for each criterion,

have to renew their reglstrahon the dura-
tiom of which will vary. Those witl better
‘practicés can go longer between registra-
» tions — between two. and six years -
‘while others may have to doit annuaily.
To date, only 62 schools have been reg-

istered in the ongoing éxeicise, and'one:

-.has been re}ected Of the successful ones,
36 fave a four-year licence while 26 hava

- .been registered for only a year. So far, the -

council has received 308 applications but

. close to half.or 144 were mcomplete and
., could not bé assessed..
" The CPE saida common docu.ment left ]

Thase getting the Edutrust
Provisional mark were Ascehsia
Academy, Curtin Education Centre,

. Dimensions International College, SGP
" International Management Academy,

Shelton International College, SSTC
School for Further Education and the
STET Institute.

At a press briefing yesterday, the CPE
said it'had received 68 complete
appl atwns for the th:ee-tlered

e new quality assarance system
was Jntmduced as part of efforts to
regulate the private education industry,
which has been battered in recent years
with schools closing abruptly and
students losing their fees.

Among the first 18 applications

Smnd-year nursing diploma students ‘attending a lecture at the Parkway- Gollege of Hursmg &
Aﬂled Healthi, which has been awarded the Edutrust mark. ST PHOTO: NEO XIAOB!N

Lout by schools, wh.mhmn progra.mmes 111

partnership. mth foreign universities, is

.an origipal Jetter signéd-by the vice-chan-"

cellor of the foreign. partner .

“We fegl that thi§ is an area where we
probably want fo "have some workshops.
We will bring the schools in to help them

. go thiough the process.and documents
- they have to submit,” said: its spokesman.

The cleamup, said pnvate school stu-
(dents, was timely but alsg very telling’of
‘the poor standards in the sector.

“There are some good ones but there
are- aIso others which aIe ]ust thete to

processed were five schools that were
1ejected.
The council declined to say which

"schools fafled to make the cut, but noted

they had been given feedback and can
try again when they are ready.

Asked if it was cause for concern that
no school had attained the Edatrust Star
status so far, the CPE said it was not
unduly worred.

The scheme is very new and schools
will need more time to fulfil the many
criteria involved, it said.

Leading private school SIM said it
may not have obtained the star as it
needs more time to insure the fees of all
its students — a must under new rules.

Before the new legislation kicked in,
schools needed only to insure the fees of

make money. They do not care about
standards,” said a former private school
student who wanted to be kiown only-as
Johm, He was cheated out of $18,000 for
abogus degree last year.

Since the CPE’s Student Services Cen-

‘tre opened last month; it has received

about 180 complamts and appeals from
students over issues such as disputes '
over course fees, course administration
arid issuance of certificates.

The larger sehocls are seeing the new

: laws as a boon, allowing them'to expand
.¢ their busmesses acquiring some of the

smaller schools that fail to meet- the re-
* quirements.,

Said the chief executive offlcer of

. 'TMC Academy Chin Kon Yuen: "Acqmsr

tions are definitely an area we will look in-
to once the situation:has crystallised. o
- “Bigger schiools ‘will be keen tolook at
smaller omes which “offer niclie "pro-
grammes to’ complement ‘what they al-
ready have.’ L
Agreemg, Kap]a.n’s college d.u'ector Jim
:This is welcome news to

'because it creates oppor-
tunities to acquire s and revitalise basiness-
es under our acadermic infrasthicture and
brand,- bnt it alsq_ Thelps’ the Smgapore

foreign si:udeuts

SIM has 20,000 stadents, out of
whom 3,000 are foreign.

SIM chief executive officer Lee Kwok
Cheong said: “We see this {getting the
Edutrust mark} as affirmation in our
investment in the quality of education
SIM provides.”

Failing to attain Edutrust Star this
round; he added, is motivation for the
school and its staff to work even harder.

Said Prof Lee: "Getting the Edutrust
mark is not the end-goal, it isstill the
beginning,”

He said the new Edutrust scheme
would help to enhance the international
reputation of the private education
sector.
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